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Public Health Committee, March 14, 2022 

Testimony submitted by Alison Weir, Policy Advocate and Attorney  

Greater Hartford Legal Aid 

 

SB 376: Support 
 

Good afternoon, Senator Anwar, Representative Steinberg, and members of the Public Health  

Committee. My name is Alison Weir, and I am a policy advocate and attorney with Greater 

Hartford Legal Aid. I am writing in support SB 376, AN ACT CONCERNING THE DEPARTMENT OF 

DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES' RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING ABLE ACCOUNTS. This bill would 

allow moneys invested in an individual ABLE account, contributions to an individual ABLE 

account, and distributions for qualified disability expenses to be disregarded for the purpose of 

determining State Administered General Assistance (SAGA) eligibility.  

 

An ABLE account, short for Achieving a Better Life Experience, is a tax-advantaged savings 

account to which contributions can be made to meet the qualified disability expenses of the 

owner, or designated beneficiary. They are only available to those who have been eligible for 

Supplemental Security Income (SSI) for a disability or blindness that began before the age of 26 

years old. The ABLE account program is a federally designed program to permit beneficiaries to 

save modest amounts without losing eligibility for public benefit programs, such as Medicaid, 

SNAP, and TANF for which they may otherwise be eligible. Somehow, when Connecticut 

enacted its ABLE statute, it omitted SAGA from the list of programs for which ABLE accounts 

would not be considered countable assets. This legislation corrects that omission. I urge the 

committee to pass this bill.  

 


